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Abstract:

This research paper examines the representation
of space and time in Umayma Al-Khamis’s novel
Masra al-Gharaniq fi Mudun al-*Aqiq, reading it
within the horizon of modern narrative forms
influenced by travel literature. Centered on the
journey of the protagonist, Mazid al-Hanafi, who
departs from al-Yamamah and moves through
major cultural cities—most notably Baghdad,
Jerusalem, Cairo, North Africa, and al-Andalus—
the novel constructs a wide geographic map that
functions not merely as a background but as a
formative force shaping character, worldview,
and intellectual transformation. The study traces
how the narrative space is built through detailed
description of cities, institutions, and everyday
life—mosques, libraries, markets, inns, and
houses—while also recording customs, beliefs,
and social patterns, thus producing a travel-like
documentary texture within a fictional
framework. In parallel, the research highlights the
novel’s temporal architecture, which is carefully
dated and historically grounded, allowing time to
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operate as an evolving narrative event that interacts with ideological conflict
and the tension between reason and authority. The paper concludes that Al-
Khamis employs spatial mobility and historical time as two interdependent
narrative engines that deepen the novel’s aesthetic value and reinforce its
cultural and intellectual dimensions.

Keywords: Travel Literature, Saudi Novel, Umayma Al-Khamis, Masra al-
Gharaniq, Space, Time, Narrative Structure, Historical Fiction.
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