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Abstract:

The rhetorical approach constitutes one of the
central dimensions of Qur’anic inimitability (i'jaz).
This study examines manifestations of Qur’anic
eloguence in Al-Siraj al-Munir, the Qur’anic
exegesis of Al-Khatib Al-Sharbeeni, a prominent
scholar of the Shafi ‘T school. The research seeks to
answer the main question: To what extent does
rhetorical analysis shape Al-Sharbeeni’s exegetical
methodology? Adopting descriptive and analytical
methods, the study traces rhetorical phenomena in
the text and evaluates their interpretive and aesthetic
functions. The findings reveal three principal
results: first, despite his primary identity as a jurist,
Al-Sharbeeni demonstrates a sustained engagement
with rhetoric as a tool for uncovering Qur’anic
inimitability; second, his exegetical style closely
aligns with guidance-oriented exegesis (tafsir
hida’1), characterized by clarity, conciseness, and
semantic depth; third, his rhetorical interpretations
occasionally reflect Ash‘ar1theological commitments,
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which may influence contextual coherence. The study also highlights his
deliberate rejection of the term saj‘ (thymed prose), favoring fasilah to preserve
the Qur’an’s stylistic distinctiveness. It is recommended that a concise,
pedagogically oriented edition of Al-Siraj al-Munir be produced in line with the
tafsir hida’1 model, and that its rhetorical dimensions be further explored due to
their significant linguistic and interpretive value.

Keywords: Tafsir; Al-Khatib Al-Sharbeeni; Al-Siraj al-Munir; Rhetoric; Qur’anic

Inimitability.
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