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Abstract:

This study presents a historical and analytical
examination of the Zawiyas and Qur’anic schools in
the Tuwat region, highlighting their pivotal role in
the dissemination of knowledge and the preservation
of manuscripts in southern Algeria. These religious
and educational institutions functioned for centuries
as foundational pillars of intellectual, spiritual, and
cultural life. Adopting a descriptive-historical
methodology, the research traces their emergence,
development, and social impact, with particular
attention to their endowment-based (wagf) systems
that sustained free education, accommodation, and
nourishment for students, teachers, and travelers.
The findings demonstrate that the Zawiyas of
Tuwat significantly contributed to Qur’anic
memorization, jurisprudential studies, Arabic
language sciences, and manuscript preservation,
while also combating illiteracy and reinforcing
Islamic identity during periods of political and
social instability. Moreover, their manuscript
collections constitute a vital component of
Islamic and African intellectual heritage. The
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study concludes by stressing the urgent need for renewed scholarly and
institutional efforts to preserve these manuscripts and to revitalize the role of
the Zawiyas as enduring centers of faith, knowledge, and cultural continuity.

Keywords: Zawiya; Qur’anic Schools; Tuwat; Knowledge; Waqf (Endowment);
Manuscripts; Islamic Heritage.
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THE CORNERS AND QURANIC SCHOOLS IN THE TAWAT REGIONS AND THEIR
ROLE IN SPREADING KNOWLEDGE AND PRESERVING MANUSCRIPTS
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References in Roman Script

o1

yunzaru: Zawaya al-‘Ilm wa-al-Qur’an bi-al-Jaza’ir, Muhammad
Nasib, Dar al-Fikr al-Jaza'ir, P. 30

Tuwat is divided into three regions: Iqlim Tidikilt lies south of
today’s wilayah seat (from Qasr Faqarat al-Zaww1 bi-'Ayn Salih to
Ragan); Iqlim Gurarah lies to the north (from Qasr Tablakiizah
northwards to Qasr Tisabit southwards); and Tuwat lies between
them. See: Taqyid ma ishtamala ‘alayhi Iqlim Tuwat min al-Ayalah
al-Sa tdah min Qusiar wa-Watha'iq Ukhra, p. 02, al-Matba‘ah
al-Malakiyyah, al-Ribat, 1381 AH / 1962 CE; al-Hajj al-Tawmi
Sa‘idan, Sukkan Tidikilt al-Qudama’ wa-|-Ittikal ‘ala al-Nafs, p. 18
ff., 1st ed./2005, Dar Hamah, al-Jaza'ir.

Makhtit Nasim al-Nafahat, al-Shaykh Milay Ahmad al-TahirT; the
manuscript is preserved at al-Madrasah al-Tahiriyyah, Sali.
Makhtut Mu jam al-Mashayikh, Murtada al-Zabidi, p. 18; see also:
Al-Mu jam  al-Mukhtass, Muhammad Murtada al-Zabidi, ed.
Muhammadit wa-Akhariin, Markaz al-Malik Faysal li-lI-Buhiith
wa-l-Dirasat al-Islamiyyah, KSA, 1st ed., 1431 AH, vol. 1, p. 79.
Makhtiit Nasim al-Nafahat.

Muhammad Nasib, Zawaya al- llm wa-1-Qur’an bi-1-Jaza’ir, Dar
al-Fikr, al-Jaza'ir, p. 30.

He is Sidi “‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Marif b.
Yisuf b. Ahmad... descending from the third Rashidiin Caliph, our
master ‘Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him). Born in Tanlan,
he travelled through major capitals, studying under renowned
shaykhs whom he biographied in a dedicated manuscript. He died in
Misr on his return from hajj—specifically on the 29th of Safar 1189
AH—and was buried near al-Shaykh Sidi ‘Abd Allah al-MunafT at
Qaytbay, Cairo. Among his works: Makhtit Mukhtasar al-Durr
al-Masian fi I 'rab al-Kitab al-Mubin; Makhtit Tarajim Shuyiikhihi;
Makhtat Mukhtasar al-Nawadir fi al-Figh; and three travel
manuscripts about his journeys for hajj and in pursuit of knowledge,
in addition to various figh notes and several gasa’id. (See his
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biography in: Makhtut Tarajim Shuyikhihi; Makhttt Tarjamah
Wajizah li-Ba‘'d ‘Ulama’ Tuwat, p. 29 ff.; and Makhtat Al-Durrat
al-Fakhirah fi Dhikr al-Mashayikh al-Tuwatiyyah, p. 03.)

From the ksour of Tuwat: a major scholarly zawiyah was founded
there by al-Shaykh Sidi Ahmad b. Yasufin 1078 AH.

Tamantit was the regional capital in the past; it lies about 10 km south
of Wilayat Adrar and hosts a well-known branch of the al-Bakriyyah
zawiyah.

It was founded by al-Shaykh Sidi al-Mukhtar b. Sidi Muhammad b.
‘Umar, located about 45 km from the wilayah seat of Adrar and
administratively part of Baladiyyat Tamast.

Refers to the Kuntiyyah zawiyah, founded by al-Shaykh Sidi Ahmad
b. Muhammad known as “al-Raqad,” about 75 km south of Wilayat
Adrar.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Zawiyat Kunta; founded by Abiu ‘Al
al-Barmaki; home to al-Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Karim
al-Maghilt in the late 9th/early 10th century AH; his tomb lies beside
this gasr.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Awlaf in Iqlim Tidikilt, about 235 km
south of Wilayat Adrar.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Awlaf in Iqlim Tidikilt, about 230 km
south of Wilayat Adrar; the zawiyah bears the name of its founder
al-Shaykh Abt al-Anwar.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Awlaf in Iqlim Tidikilt, about 225 km
south of Wilayat Adrar; a gasr bearing the name of its Ashraf
inhabitants.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Awlaf in Iqltm Tidikilt, about 220 km
south of Wilayat Adrar.

From the ksour of Baladiyyat Aqgbilt in Iqlim Tidikilt, about 280 km
south of Wilayat Adrar.

See: Makhtit Al-Riklah, Khizanat Qasr Ba ‘Abd Allah, Adrar.

See: al-Shaykh Miulay al-Tahami, Silsilat al-Nawah fi Ibraz
Shakhsiyyat min ‘Ulama’ wa-Saliht Iglim Tuwat, al-Matba‘ah
al-Hadithah li-I-Funiin, p. 65.

The manuscript is preserved at Zawiyat Tanlan with multiple copies;
a student at the University of Algiers recently edited part of it. The
late al-Shaykh Bay bi-l-‘Alam mentioned that Ustadh Abid ‘Abd
al-Tawwab ‘Abd al-Majid b. ‘Al1 Riyash (KSA) is currently editing
and studying this manuscript. See: Muhammad Bay bi-I-‘Alam,
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Al-Ghusn al-Dani {1 Tarjamat wa-Hayat al-Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. ‘Umar al-Tanlani, Dar Hiimah, al-Jaza’ir, 2004, p. 81.

The manuscript is preserved at Zawiyat Zajlu with multiple copies;
edited by Ustadh “Abd al-Qadir bi-Qadir (African University, Adrar)
as an M.A. thesis, cohort 2008.

See: Ghunyat al-Mugtasid al-Sa’il fima Waqa'a fi Tuwat min
al-Qadaya wa-1-Masa’'il, A. Muhammad al-Dabbagh et al., Research
Unit, African University, Adrar (Algeria), p. 13 ff.

Tarikh al-Sidan, ed. Houdas, Imprimerie Bardin, 1898.

Tarikh al-Fattash fi Akhbar al-Buldan wa-l-Juyiish wa-Akabir
al-Nas, p. 15, ed. Houdas & Delafosse, Imprimerie Bardin, Paris,
1964.

Paul Marty, Kunta al-Shargiyyin, trans. Muhammad Mahmiid Wald
Waddadi, Matba‘at Zayd b. Thabit, Damascus (Syria), p. 161.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid. and lecture by Ustadh ‘Ugbaw1 Lamin: “Dawr al-Kuntiyyah f1
Nashr al-Islam bi-Gharb Ifrigiya.”

Al ‘Imran, 104-105.

Al-Harakah al- ‘llmiyyah, p. 170.
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